
 

 

Canarelli Middle School 
6th Grade Course Catalog 2020-2021 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 6  
BLOCK 

This one-year, two-period course pro-
vides instruction in the English Lan-
guage Arts strands identified by the 
Common Core State Standards as 
reading, writing, speaking and listen-
ing, and language. This course is de-
signed to build knowledge and critical-
thinking skills through close reading of 
texts; writing to support claims, to clar-
ify ideas, and/or to develop ideas; and 
a range of collaborative discussions. 
This course fulfills the sixth-grade Eng-
lish requirement and the sixth-grade 
reading requirement. 
 

 ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 6  
ACCELERATED BLOCK 

This one-year, two-period course pro-
vides instruction in the English Lan-
guage Arts strands identified by the 
Common Core State Standards as 
reading, writing, speaking and listen-
ing, and language. This course is des-
ignated as accelerated by the en-
hanced instructional pacing and depth 
of content. This course is designed to 
build knowledge and critical-thinking 
skills through close reading of texts; 
writing to support claims, to clarify 
ideas, and/or to develop ideas; and a 
range of collaborative discussions. This 
course fulfills the sixth-grade English 
requirement and the sixth-grade read-
ing requirement. Placement is based 
on the current level of performance, 
teacher recommendation, and various 
assessment results. 

 
SCIENCE 6  

This one-year course for sixth-grade 
students focuses on using scientific 
processes, protocols, and tools, includ-
ing inquiry, to build understandings of 
living things and the interactions be-
tween living and non-living things. Criti-
cal thinking, collaboration, accuracy, 
and communication skills will be used 
as students develop a foundation for 
scientific literacy in life, earth, and 
physical science content. Technology, 
history, and nature of science and ca-
reer information will be integral compo-

nents of this course. This course fulfills 
the science requirement for sixth-grade 
students. 

SCIENCE 6 ACCELERATED 
This one-year course for sixth-grade 
students focuses on using scientific 
processes, protocols, and tools, includ-
ing inquiry, to build understandings of 
living things and the interactions be-
tween living and non-living things. Criti-
cal thinking, collaboration, accuracy, 
and communication skills are used as 
students develop a foundation for sci-
entific literacy in life, earth, and physi-
cal science content. This course is dis-
tinguished from Science 6 by the in-
structional pacing and the addition of 
enrichment activities. This course ful-
fills the science requirement for sixth-
grade students. Placement is based on 
the current level of performance, 
teacher recommendation, and various 
assessment results. 

 
MATHEMATICS 6 

This one-year course is designed to 
focus on four critical areas: 1) connect-
ing ratio and rate to whole number mul-
tiplication and division and using con-
cepts of ratio and rate to solve prob-
lems; 2) completing understanding of 
division of fractions and extending the 
notion of number to the system of ra-
tional numbers, including negative 
numbers; 3) writing, interpreting, and 
using expressions and equations; and 
4) developing understanding of statisti-
cal thinking. This course fulfills the 
mathematics requirement for sixth-
grade students. 

 
MATHEMATICS 6 ACCELERATED 

This one-year course is designed to 
prepare students for the increased 
rigor of the Common Core State Stan-
dards (CCSS) Algebra I in middle 
school. This compacted course in-
cludes the grade six curriculum as well 
as a portion of the currently adopted 
CCSS grade seven curriculum. This 
course focuses on four critical areas: 1) 
connecting ratio and rate to whole 
number multiplication and division and 
using concepts of ratio and rate to 

solve problems; 2) completing under-
standing of division of fractions and 
extending the notion of number to the 
system of rational numbers, which in-
cludes negative numbers; 3) writing, 
interpreting, and using expressions and 
equations; and 4) developing under-
standing of statistical thinking. This 
course fulfills the mathematics require-
ment for sixth-grade students. Place-
ment is based on the current level of 
performance, teacher recommenda-
tion, and various assessment results. 
 
Computer Science and Applications 
 This one-semester course provides 
students with fundamental computing 
skills. Areas of emphasis include Inter-
net use and safety, office productivity 
applications, and system fundamen-
tals. Instructional practices incorporate 
integration of diversity awareness in-
cluding appreciation of all cultures and 
their important contributions to society. 
The appropriate use of technology is 
an integral part of this course. This is 
an elective course appropriate for 
grades six through eight. This course 
fulfills the one-half computer credit re-
quired for high school graduation.  
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 6  
This one-semester course focuses on 
the physical, mental, social, and emo-
tional development of students in coop-
erative and competitive settings. Stu-
dents develop psychomotor skills and 
engage in movement and lifetime fit-
ness activities at moderate to vigorous 
levels for a minimum of 50% of the in-
structional time. Students participate in 
movement experiences found in team, 
individual, and dual sports; dance/
rhythms; and lifetime recreational ac-
tivities. Health and skill-related fitness 
concepts are explored through per-
sonal goal setting and self-evaluation. 
This course fulfills the physical educa-
tion requirement for sixth-grade stu-
dents. 
 

ADVISORY 6   
This one-year course is designed as a 
built-in intervention for academic and 

All sixth grade students are required to take the following courses:  
 
English Language Arts Block Physical Education/Computer Science & Applications  
Science Advisory 
Mathematics  Elective 



 

 

 

There are a limited number of musical instru-
ments available for student use in band and 
orchestra.  Students may need to furnish their 
own instrument. Instruments may be rented 
from the school or  local music stores for a  
nominal fee. 

 

BEGINNING BAND  
This one-year course is designed for 
students who desire to develop the 
ability to play a wind or percussion 
instrument. The course involves ap-
plying the basic fundamentals of mu-
sic reading to the particular tech-
nique of the instrument being stud-
ied. The course is considered a pre-
paratory course for progression into 
Intermediate and Advanced Band. 
Students will be given the opportunity 
to perform in concerts and school 
activities.  Student will be asked to 
pay a band fee of $40 at the begin-
ning of the school year. The fee will 
include the following items: method 
book, band shirt, cleaning supplies.  
 
 

BEGINNING  ORCHESTRA  
This one-year course is designed for 
students interested in learning to 
play a string instrument. It concen-
trates on the development of note-
reading skills, aural skills, rhythmic 
patterns, intonation, and tonality in-
herent to Western string music. Em-
phasis will be placed on having a 
variety of performing experiences. 
Students will be asked to pay an 
orchestra fee of $40 at the beginning 
of the school year. The fee will in-
clude the following items: method 
book, theory book, concert music, 
orchestra shirt. 
 
 

BEGINNING CHOIR  
This one-year course is designed as 
a study in vocal production and mu-
sic fundamentals with opportunities to 
sing a variety of choral literature. Em-
phasis will be placed on providing 
each student with an array of per-
formance experiences. Students will 
be asked to pay a choir fee of $40 at 

the beginning of the school year. The 
fee will include the following items: 
sound engineer, accompanist, choir 
shirt. 

 
 
 

BEGINNING DRAMA  
This one-year course is designed to 
provide an introduction to oral and 
dramatic communication. Instruction 
will focus primarily on evaluation and 
appreciation of theatrical perform-
ance appreciation. Emphasis will be 
made to develop the vocal, physical, 
and emotional aspects and skills of 
acting. This course will introduce 
pantomime, improvisation, play writ-
ing, and technical theatre. Each 
drama student will be asked to pay a 
fee of $40 at the beginning of the 
course. The fee will include the fol-
lowing items: monologue book, 
drama shirt, and miscellaneous  sup-
plies. 
 

 
 

BEGINNING ART  
This one-semester course develops 
basic knowledge and skills in visual 
art techniques through the introduc-
tion of a variety of media and subject 
matter. Various styles and artists are 
considered within their historical 
context. Problem solving, creativity 
and originality will be developed 
through planning, art making and 
reflection.  Each art student will be 
asked to pay an art fee of $40 at the 
beginning of the course. The fee will 
include the following items: paint, 
paper, sculpting tools, and miscella-
neous supplies. 
 
 
 

ELECTIVE INTERVENTION 
COURSES 

To ensure student proficiency in 
core curriculum subjects, it may be 
necessary to enroll students in an 
intensive intervention course in lieu 
of an elective. Placement in inter-

vention courses will be based on 
relevant student assessment data. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BEGINNING CODING 
In this course, students enter the 
world of computer science by learn-
ing how to create animations, com-
puter games, and interactive pro-
jects. Using Scratch, a graphical 
programming language developed at 
MIT, students learn fundamental 
programming concepts such as vari-
ables, loops, conditional statements, 
and event handling. As they teach a 
mischievous cat to dance, explore a 
maze, or play games, students learn 
how to use math and computer code 
to think creatively. The course will 
show students how to make and 
import objects, create audio re-
cordings, and use them to develop 
interactive projects. Students will 
use their knowledge of programming 
with Scratch to manipulate robots 
and drones through obstacle 
courses. The course will then in-
volve students learning code 
through CodeAcademy.org and 
learn web design with HTML and 
JavaScript. 

 
 

INTRO TO ROBOTICS 6 
This one-year course is designed to 
integrate scientific and engineering 
practices, crosscutting concepts, 
and core ideas related to robotics. 
This course introduces students to a 
broad range of robotics principles, 
vocabulary, and basic applications. 
Students engage in kinesthetic pro-
ject-based learning experiences and 
writing. Instructional practices incor-
porate integration of diversity aware-
ness including appreciation of all 

ELECTIVES 
 

Selection of an elective course is an important decision that requires a commitment for the duration of the elec-
tive. Students are required to designate a first, second, and third choice for electives. Students are not guaran-
teed their first elective choice; however, every effort will be made to assign them to their first choice. The admini-
stration, due to student need, staffing, or change in curriculum requirements, may add or delete from the elective 
program.  Once an elective course has been assigned, schedule changes will not be made. 


